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NEW YORK: I larris Goldsmith
SAN IRANCISCO: Marilyn Tucker
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SEATTlE: MeII,ida Bargreen
lONDON: Edward Greenficid
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S ORABI I: Piano nrk.
Michael 1-labernianit -RiS 127 I3CIJ 97 flhi

Ilie title of rh is ifionti mental set. "I .cgendarv
rks for Piano, is lot an overstatement. 11w
ttiiqiie corel’’ of Enghsli-Parsee composer
Kaikhostru Shapurgi Sorabji is ntleed the stuff
of legend chaoipio,icd by l3usoni. Delii,s,
lovey. and Coil ot, lie imposed a ban on pLinlic
ptrio rnian ri of his works, many of which ‘vere
jut published for half a century. Much more

astonishing is the m tisk: itself, which is wild.
nlMlirall. unuredictahhe, irnprovisalory, multi
textured, and i id- hogglingly den Se. A vIslol
ary romantic. Sorabji goes straiglu for lie stil
lirile, without comprontise; modei fist vit and
irony art not prt ii his aesthetic. 1 hotigh dig
so on OCE! abounds, it always in the service ol
bea lily. II is music flOats and soars In me tlrna -
worldly cal mu ol late I jszt and Scriabin, but its
density and intensity are unique and sra rigelv
exhausting. As I onah d c ravelmanu PLIES it in
his extensive jutes. Spareness of texture.
economy of ‘near’s, a lid brief stare, it IL ‘tic

not characteristic, His goal seems to be to pack
more detail ii, to each cool position than I he
average listener can possibly absorb.’

Amid what of the poor pianist? ‘Ihe efforts of
Michael I iaberniann, who began plan jig and
recording this punishing, never-li card I I U SC
in the mid 1970s can only be described as
heroic lie ph,ys t hew Noctu riles, Pant asies.
Waltzes Fugues, a HI Pastiches with coruscat -

i ng color, lirenthraking virtuosity. aid go - for-

joke lie ‘vi ness ii Ic C ret :o rd in gs, whicl rnve
pht of richness and presence, have hLeri
around for a while so no, recorded for Music
Masters, were reviewed in Ni /A 988; having
them all in one package s grail fy11 ig. t b in id
to d is Ii nguisli between pieces-like Whitman
Leavrs ofGrasc, they seem like one montimneit
tal opus-hut if I h:jd to choose a favorite
genl C from his set, it lvi iii Ed he the Nocturnes
in Volti me II. where Soranji 5 ii ni icinhi I ‘keG

oti a sinister delicacy and sensuality. Ibis
i militortani set is available from Records Inter
national. Dent miss it.
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