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* Michael Habermann
is assuredofa placein
the annalsof
Sorabjiana.Oneofthe
first pianiststo play

Sorabji’s musicafter thecomposer
lifted his so-calledban, andthefirst
to recordit commercially,hehas
long championedit andpremiered
manyworksof theParsimagus.

Apart from thedeliciousearly
miniatureQuasihabanera,the
itemson this discdisplay Sorabji’s
considerableandidiosyncratic
powersasarranger,transformer
andfantasistonothercomposers’
materials.His comparatively
straightforward,highly effective
soltipianotranscriptionof Ravel’s
Rapsodieespagnokcontrastswith a
magisterialpost-Busonianversion
ofBach’s ChromaticFantasia
united with the - possibly
inauthentic- D minor Fugue,
BWV 948, afloridly flamboyant
PasticcioafterChopin’sMinute
Waltzandthebrilliant Passeggiata
veneziana,alushandpowerful five-
movementfantasiabasedon the
waltzfrom Offenbach’sTalesof
Hofflnann.BIS claimsthis and
everythingelsesavethe Pasticcio
asa first recording,butAltarus
hasalreadyissuedasplendid
versionofthe Passeggiataplayed

by JonathanPowell. Habermann
investsall thisrepertoirewith relief

andauthority,althoughsometimes
he’s apparentlyunwilling to relax

where themusic seemsto expect

morerubato. Also thepianosound

is alittle thin, andin quietpassages

onebecomesawareof an
intermittentrumble in theambience:
not nearlyenough,though,to
distractfrom themusicianshipand

high interest-valueof this release.
CalumMacDonald
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